SB 6459-S - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 2ND SUB)

Finds that: (1) Despite sustained efforts at the federal
and state level, too many people in Washington remain w thout
access to appropriate health care. Particularly alarmng is
the increase in the nunber of small business enpl oyees who are
uni nsured. Wthout a health hone, nmany |owincone and other
vul nerabl e populations are left to inefficiently navigate a
fragmented treatnent systemthat fails to support their |ong-
term wel | - bei ng.

(2) In recent years, numer ous conmuni ty- based
organi zati ons have energed around the state to address health
care concerns at a |local |Ievel. Through innovation and

public/private collaboration, they have denonstrated great
success and show even greater promse in inproving health care
access for local residents. Less renpte than state and federal
agenci es, t hese or gani zati ons have bui |l t on | oca
relationships to increase the availability and affordability
of services, and coordinate care, naking efficient use of a
wi de variety of community resources to neet conmunity needs.

(3) Many of these organizations have relied on grants
fromthe healthy communities access program an initiative of
the United States departnent of health and human services that
provided funding and technical assistance to support
col l aborative efforts at the local level to coordinate and
strengthen health services for the uninsured and underi nsured.
The program however, was recently discontinued, placing these
| ocal efforts at risk

Declares that it is therefore the intent of the
| egislature to enhance and support the developnent of
col | aborative comunity-based organizations working at the
| ocal level to increase access to health care for Washi ngton
resi dents.

Provides that, by July 1, 2008, the board shall provide
the governor and the legislature with an evaluation of the
community health care coll aborative grant program describing
the organizations and prograns funded and the results
achi eved. Particularly successf ul progr amns shal | be
hi ghlighted with reconmendations on whether, and how, the
prograns could be replicated statew de. The eval uati on shall
al so summarize any reconmendations from the participating
organi zations regardi ng ways to inprove the grant program and
for the state to otherwise support comuni t y- based
organi zations working to inprove access to health care for
Washi ngton residents, including any changes in state statutes
or regul ations.

Appropriates the sum of three mllion one hundred
t housand dollars, or as nuch thereof as may be necessary, is



appropriated from the general fund to the health care
authority for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007, to carry
out the purposes of this act. No nore than one hundred
t housand dollars may be used by the health care authority for
adm ni strative expenses associated wth the program



